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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI IN CHURCH AND STATE.

Io

His Life.
I, St. Francis was born in 1182, in the little town of Assisi,
in Unmbria, This was over 700 years ago, The old feudal castle
is in mins, but the general aspect of the city is just the same
today as it was then, The population is about the same, and
it is chiefly notable as having heen the birth-place of this
great reformer,

His mother, Pica, was a gentle and modest creature, hut saijd
to have been of noble race, His father, Peter Bernardone, that
is Peter the son of Bernard, was & wealthy cloth-merchant of
Assisi, His business called him out into different parts of
Europe, and he wés on one of these journeys in PFPrance, when his
son was born, His mother named him San Rufino when he was
christened, but his father on his return called him Francis,

The boy was taught by the priest of the parish and found it
easy to learn, He mastered his native tongue, and the language
of the land from which he took his name. But we must remember
that his education was very limited when we compare it with that
of today. It is said that he learned to write, but as he seldonm
wrote, it is not to be supposed that he gave the art much atten-

tion, The study of St.Francis seemed to have most profoundly






influonced his life,

Hig father took him intd his bhusiness where he was most
suceessful, This was at the age of fourteen. He was quick,
intellipent, prudent, and pleassont 4n manner, Indeed his father
treated him with entire confidence and with the greatest gener-
osity. His father’s $rofossion and wealth, tho possible noble
origin of his mother, and his own greceful form and more than
ordinary taestes raised him to the level of the titled families of
the ¢ountry, His fathor was zlad 10 see him in this society.
and always furnished hinm ahundant weans, Francls followed his
tastes o ang uinost; few could have horne the temptation as well.,
It was an age of chivalry. tCourts of love,' shat is, societies
for chivalyous perfomances were formad. In Asslsl St.Prancis
took the loead. Thus we fipd him early in life poling from pleas-
ure Lo pleasure, He would spend in & few hours what would keep
a8 eonmmon person for a month, Yet in all this he was not so
devoted to self as to forget the poor, It $1a sajid that no beggar
over appealed to him in vain, and it was his desire to answer

thoir regquests as fresly as he would those of & haron,

But s00n he wes to experisnce something more than pleasure
in hiz 1ife, In January (8th) 1199, Pope Innocent III came to
the throne, One of the first things he did affected Assisi, He
compellad Conrad of Sushis, Duke of Spoleto, who had oppressed

the ecountry with his rule, to go to Narnl and put his submission
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into the hands of the two cardinals. Noksooner had the Count

departed than the citizens rushed to the castle and leveled it

to the ground, Then they, with Incredible rapidity, enclosed
thelr eity with walls, Here Francis, though yet in his teens,
mist have learned to use the trowel, which was 0 serve him in
future years, In this conflict the lower classes learned thei}
pover, But, unhappily, they did not know how to use it. They
800n arose against all the lords and took possession of thelr
property. The lords took refuge in neighboring castles, and
appealed to Perugla for aild. War wes declared, Assisi was de-
feated, ond Prancis taken prisoner with others, He spent his
time as a prisoner for one year, end was classed with the nobles,
Here his 1ife comes out into greater publicity, and the song of
his heart was that of the troubadours, always ending with the
saying: *You will see thet one day I shall be adorned by the

whole world.* When the prisoners were liberated he was twenty-

one ycars old,

2. His Conversion,

His conversion and vision of 1life’s duties was not sudden,
He was compelled 1o pass through successive stages until he
gould spprebend thet the true spirit of Christ was the need of

his own sowl and‘ihe need of the eze. After his release from
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prigon he returned to his former 1ife of business and pleasure,
In 1204 he fell gravely 111, This was evidently the result of
& life epent in feasts, festivals and dissipation. "For weeks
he looked death s0 ¢lose in the face that the physical crisis
brought about a moral one.," The miserable emptiness of his
life sppoared before him, All he hed pursued was pleasure,
which led to nothingness, to satlety and self-contempt. He de-
texrmined to be and %0 do something that was better and nobler.
An opportunity presented 1tself when ons of the greatest knights
(end evidently one whom he was scquainted with) was passing
through Italy, fightinz on the side of Innocent III, Here he
thought to cas8t his 1ot and become & great prince, Much money
was spent to put him in good shape, and with joy he took his
departure with the little troupe, But he was compelled to re-
turn, The reason for this sudden turn of affairs is not clear.
But almost the next day we find him on his bed. A consuming
fever followed. In th:e weariness of the long days that followed
he found consolation in solitude end companlonshlp with the poor.
His experience with humble people brings him to see a real
1ife full of joy. The poor romzined true to him, In former
years when they sufiored he relieved them whenever he was able,
and now they were near to him in sympethy. Some one ha&_said
that sympathy is the true cement of love, that for men to love

each Oother truly they must shed tears together, Much of his
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t!ma.far two years was spent in solitude and meditation, His
actions hecame the subject of conversation among his friends.

AY one Lim2 he made a banguet for his old assoclates, and In the
midst ot 1t he turned away. Vhen his friends found him, one of
them asked 1f he wes thinking of taking s wife. He sald, *Yos,

T am thinking of taking a2 wife more beautiful, more rich, more
pure, than you could ever imagine,® This strupgele onded when
one day he turned away from s wmiserahle loper, His conscience
was smitten hecmuszse he had treated with neglect one 50 peor and
negdy, He turned his horse about and returning to the sufferer,
he dismounted, and kisaing the nand of the leper &8 he would thoat
of a priest, he gave hinm all the money he h&ﬁ. “This pew victory
as he himsel? saw, marked en erse in his splritual life,¥ Hence -
forth he waa not to seek the richeg of the world with 1ts pomp
end lust, but 2 1life which was like that of the Mester, goling

ghout and doing good, Upon this life he entered with all his

anargy.

B. »Iﬁﬁbvﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ THAT RELPED T0 FORM HIS LIPE,
(a) His Fether,
One of the sarliest Influenees which was thrown around St,
Francls snd which we belleve made & deep impression on his 1ife,
was the business in which his fosher was engaged. Hoe was 8

woealthy cloth-merchant, as we have said, Biut we Bre not to
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think of him 1ike ope of our merchants today. Life with hin
was quite different, A great portion of his time was spent in
making extensive journeys for the purchase of goods, On these
expeditions, and they were made to northern and southern France,
he would meet with other merchants from different parts of the
world, They stopped at the castles of the nobleos, At the more
noted places their gathering was like a fair, At Montpelier,

it is szald that Christian and Mohagedan met, merchants from Africa,
Italy, Egypt, Palestine, Greecoe, Sraln, and England. They
carried textile stuff and money for Popes and Emperors, They
wera literally the bankers of the tinme, Their arrival at the
castle wag a great event, every one beling cazer for the news they
brought. In this way the merchents played a considershble part
in the religious movement of the 13th century. They were the
colportours of ideas of m”ll kinds, especially of heresy and re-
bellion, It was these who nade the success of the Waldenses,

the Albimenses ané other sects possible.

"Thus Bernardone, without dreaming of such 8 thing, became
the artisan of his son’s religlous vocation,® The tales of
these joumeys, brought back and told at home, were buried deep
in the child’s ming, Eerly in life he waa aiven an idea 6f the
prevailing condition of the age, and when he ceme 0 8oe the
erptiness of wealth and pleasurs, he 8180 sew the need of true,

righteous teachers, He saw the condition of the priests, and
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7.
their utter inability to be the religious leaders of thé people,
The priest of the 13th ¢ mtury was entirely separated from the
rest of mankind, He carried with him an inspiring awe. He
represented a God of power, judsgment and mystery, and was ‘able
by 8 few slgns to perform unheard of mysteries.,' He was gble
to change bread into flesh, water into wine, and dead sinners in-
to salints, at the right ?and of God; and all men were to adore
and fear him, When‘%giég;;; joy in service, and that 1t brought
real life and happiness not only %o his own soul, dut to the
souls of those o whom he ministered, he saw the gospel of Jesus;
and that this gospel our Saviour lived and preached, and sent
others forth to preach, was the gospel for all the evils of his

tine, He went forth as & merchant not of ¢loth, but of the

gospel of salvation,
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(b) THR PROPHETS.

The prophets of tho Calabrian abbos oxertsd quite an influ-
enes upon 5%, Franciz, and upon the ape into which he was Lo cast
his messare, falavbria is o district in the sSouth-westorn pars
of Tialy. From time to T ime prophets come from the mountains
and hermitages of this rezion,

The most fanmous of these provhets were 5%.%M1lo and Girecclimo
41 Flori, The latter was converted after a life of dissipation.
He traveled in the Holy Land and Greece, and visited Constantino-
ple, He afterward preached ip Itely. e joinsd the Cistercians
antt 100k thelr vows, Ho was ¢lected abbot, bhut la;er rasigned
and traveled extensively, visiting the convents, When he re-
turned he wag sought by many to explain the Bidle, and many he-
cama his Aliseciples, His teaching and writing are said 10 have
heaome the %starting voint of all herssies, and the aliment of
all souls hurdcnad with the salvation of Christendom, ® Thiay
w210 the gpirixual streams.ax which non were $o0 drink in later
years, His exegesis led L0 & sory of philosophy of history. They
appealed to the imarination ard gave hope to the oppressed, , Ho
éiviée& humenity 1nto three periods, he first perlod was thaty
a3f the father who reigned by law; the second that of ths gon, who
rolgnsd by grace; and the third thai of the Spirit who reigned

hy love, “hoy were charscteriszed fuyiher by (1) servile ove-
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dience; (2) fillen obedionce: (3) Hverty., HMen lived in the
first in fear, In the second they rest in Taith, in the thirg
they burn with love, The first wes the shining of the gtars,
the second seaes the whitening dawn; the third will behold the
plory ol the day. Mot only dld be annoynce that the age of the
spirit was about £o open, bvt Yat the other end of Europe, in the
heart of Gormany, the seme cousg hed produced the same effacts,’
md the other prophets were proclaiming 4eliverance for the
oeonle,  B$,Ellzabetn of Schonaw (1164) and 8t.Hildegarde (1178)
ware of this same order,

Another prophet came forth from Sielly. Joachim (1145-1202)
the abbot of Lthe morpastery of Corace in Calabria, He was rever-
enced In hils time as e prophet and staod in high consideration
with popes snd enperers He was an enthusiastic friend of monas-
ticism and of contemplative life, from whilch ne leoaked for the
revepeyration of the secular church. He condemnsd the papacy for
mixing with seeulayr affairs, o believed in the coming of the

new ase, anG he attempted to glve in detail the events from 1200

to 1260.

M™ase wore tho Fforerunrers of &, Prancis Of Assial, It

12 possible thet he met with some of them, and, ot the least, he

% . ) 4 » Y Y P ¢ i
must have heer tcavalnted with their teacning, and moat of all we

sen the wido-spread influcnce whieh those men have hod by their
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extensive travel, their disciples and theilr hooks. Men would
hail with delight such teaching and look forward to the new age.
In a few years Christendom could turn in amazement to Assisi zs

to a new Bethlehom,
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(e) OTHER SECTS,

During the 12th a?d 15th centuries many sects arose. One
of these is called théﬂgZ;'Men of Lyons, The same couse, unrest
and lack of faith in the church, produced in different quarters
the sane effect, Reform was the keynote, and Peter Waldo would
return to primitive Christianity. Thls sect, as many others,
had withdrawn from the church and were heling persecuted by the pope.

St, Francis, it would seem, learned from their experisnce, that
it would be hetter not to loeve the church, He always remained
an obedient gon to the ehurch. He taught the friars that it
was their duty to remain in submission to the clergy. In this

way St.Francis avoided persecution and thouzh he ylelded his

rights in some matters, he always had the support of the church,
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4, THE ORDER OF ST.FRANCIS.

The first thing that St,Francis did after leaving his father’s
house was to repair the church of St , Damian, He begged for his
food and for the material. All this while he was preaching.

In the course of two years he raestored three churches and zained
twelve disciples, The first was a very devout nan, who 4isposed
0of 211 his wealth.to serve God as 5t.Francis. These disciples
ware sent out on missionary ‘tours, going two hy two. At Tirst
they had not very much success, but, upon the second and third
Jowrneys, they met with greater favor. Within eleven years these
disciples grew to more than 5,000, Theoy were vowed to abject
povarty, owning ahsolutely nothing. In tﬁia they differed great-
ly from the other ecctesiastical orders of their time,

Three spiritual orders were founded by him, In 1210 he
presented himself hefore Pope Inmnocent III, and submitted his
rules for the first order, drawn, 28 he thought, after the pattemn
of the apostolic mode of life. At first he was refused, bug
later was granted hig request. The order was called the Society
of %inor Brothers, (Fratres minores,Minorites.) The second was
an order of nuns, This started with & young wonan In Assisi,
Clara, who was a kindred bent of Christian ¥eeling. She was the
first superintendent of the order called after herself, the order
of St. Clara., (At fjrst;Ordo dominarum pauperum.)  The third

arder was called Fratres ordinis totii terlarii, It was founded
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13.

in the year 1221. By this order St.Francis furnished an oppor-
tunity for pious laymen, who would not or could not renounce the
fanily life, to live together in s sort of spiritual union, after
one rule and under a superior, Beforae his death, October 3rd,
1226, the order of Minor Brothars had spread to Germany, Ingland,
Spain, Syria, and Egypt.

As ne laid himseclf with all his powers on the altar of life,
“a living service," the troubadour song of his early life., (you
shell see that one day I shall be adorned by the whole world) was
to he realized, But it was in & way that his youthful heart
had. 11ttle dreamed of. His life was a hrief period of 42 years,
Only 18 years were spent in serving his W¥aster, and at least one-
fourth of these were spent in obsecurity. Few lives of whatever

lenrth of service have, as we shall see, heen more influential

than that of St.Franecis,
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TI. THE INFLUENCE OF THE LIFE OF ST. FRANCIS.

It is dlfficult for us, in some respects, to measure or
realize the influence which came from this one man, One thing
which mekes it so difficult is, our times are so different that
it is almost impossible for us to realize the condition of Turope
in the thirteenth century, and the need of such a man, The
ideas set forth hy St,Francis and his order, indefinite as they
wers, at first must have heen even more indefinite as to their
results, But the older the order became, the faster it zrew,
and still more marked was its usefulness, We will ponsider this
influence under two heads: First, the influence upon the State,
and, Second, the influence upon the Church.

I. The State,
(a) The first influcnce which we find coming from St.Francis and
his order 1s that which manifested itself upon what was called |
the lower class, the despised. The first joy of a new life
which St.Francis realized was in the relief which he gave to the
lepers, and it was natural for him to ask every one who joined
the order to begin work among these despised and neglected people.
Their mottn was the words of Jesus: "Follow thou me.," They were
expectod not only to begin their ministry among these sufferers,
but wheresoever they went the work was ;o be continued, This

areadful disease had heen introduced from the east by the return
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0f the crusaders, The misery of the lepers was increased by
poor lodging, insufficlent clothing and bad food, It became @
question of serious importance from its extreme virulence and
spread in the country. There were those things which marked it
and added to its gravity: (1) It was highly infectious; (2) It
was revoltingly loathsome; (3) It had no respect for persons,
And we should add that nothing in any practical way was being
Aone to relleve the sufferers or stop the spreading of the disease,
St.Francis proves himself to he not mersly an enthusiast,
but also in the highest sense a great statesman, when he comes to
their rellef. His motive was from the religlious standpoint.
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto . one of the least of these,
y® have done it unti me" was the spirit which inspired the Brother
¥Minors, This moral miracle of St.Francis’ divine charity moved
all men to such an extent that it waked up his contemporaries to
believe in the reality of Christian love. Men of all ranks were
entering the order, but their first duty was to attend upon these
sufferers, Wherever, as we have said, he sent his friars in the
various parts of the world, this was thelr duty. Two things
followed: (1) that something like an improvement fin the condition
of the towns was begun, and something like the proper treatment
of the disease, From this followed, Iin the course of time, the
complete anninilation of the scourge in Europe, which wise action

was really inaugurated by St.Francis: (2) By this means, perhaps,
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more than by any other of his measures, he bridged over the chasm
between the classss." He drew his followers, some of them, from
the noblest of families ani most cultivated, and brought them
into elose sympathy with the suffering poor. In this way, as
well as others, we find him breaking down some of the greatest
hindrances to goodness and happiness which had grown out of the
foudal system,

(b) Assisi.

In his own town of Assisi there was ftrouble betwesn the rich
and the poor, They had come to an asreement in 1202, but it was
short lived, St.Francis cane 1o their rescue, took up the
cause of the weak, the minors, and succeeded in reconciling them
with the rich, the majors, He led them to a unanimous decision,
which revolutionized their miniclpal arrangements, and induced
them to draw up & very liberal charter, This work was so suc-
cessful and so much appreciated, that the order took its name
Brother Minors, The result was far-reaching. The lords in con-
siaeration of a small periodic payment, were to0 renounce all the
feudal rights. The inhabitants of the villages suhject to Assisi
were put on a par with those of the city; foreigners were to be
protected, and the assessment of taxes was fixed. On Wednesday,
November 9, 1210, this agreement was signed and sSworn to in the

such
public place of Aasisi, It was made inﬁgood faith ghat exiles

wore able to return in peace; even those who had, in 1202, betrayed
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their city and provoked the disastrous war Perugia. St.¥rancis
might well be happy. ‘"Love had triumphed and for several years
there were at Asgisi neither victors nor vanquished,®

We think 1t impossible for such fruit and blessings not to
have extended to other cities, "In the mystic merriage which
here and there in history unites a man t0 & people, something
teke s placgfwhich the transports of sense the delirium of love,
seem to he the only symbol; & moment comes in which saints or
men of genius, feel unknown powers, mightily within them, They
strive, they seesk, they struggle, until triumphing over all
ohstacles they have forced trembling, swooning humanity to con-
ceive by them, fhis moment had come to St . ¥rancis,® In his
triumph the cavse of libherty for which the Italien cities were
strugeling has made a great advance.
{¢) THg FEUDAL SYSTEM,

The feudal system had developed in the state, and had beconme
a system of great power, buf it was also tiie cause of endle 8s
trouble. Men had to live in an unsettled state of mind, ex-
pecting to he called to war at any tine, This power was broken
hy the St.Francis movement, Many sons of these nobhles, and aven
some of the nobles themselves, became followers of St.Francis,
Their first duty was to minister unto the wanis of the lepers,
and it was always considered their duty not only to ninister to

these, but to all the poor and despised wherever they were found.
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tMany of the lords joined the third society which St,Francis founded,

which included laymen who could or did not desire to leave home.
It was their duty to contribute to the support of the poorer
members of the order. In this way they were brought into sym-
pathy with the poor and the great barrier which existed between
the lords and the common people was hroken down. They were foyr-
hidden to carry amms unless in defense of the church or nation,
Dthers were forbidden, Thus nilitary service was swept away,

and within three years after his death, St.Francis’ work had brok-

en the power of feudalism in Italy,

2. THE CHURCH.
(a) TLITERATURE AND ART.
“Religion which 1s the largest and most important of
all things, is sure to tell upon the various departments of man’s

activity, and so the Franciscan revéval is certain to have i%s

\73

{nfluence upon the literature and art of tho time. At the he-

cinning of the 13th century these were far from ideal. And the

. Ton
same may be sald of literature. It wes an age of Chivalry. Courts

of Love," i.e,, societies for chivalrous proformances, were on

the increase.,’ Four of the great troubadours were living in the
northern and contral courts of Italy. Tney insplred a deep en-

thusiasm for ideal lite. But if the ideal is kept pure and ele-

vating, 1t will be hy.the inspiration roceived from the religlious,

When religion decays, all the ideal of 1ife will be lowered. What
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was‘brighf and iﬁswiring will become evil, This was trus in

the 13th century. "Worldliness and pleasure-seeking, and then
vice took the place of what had been noble and pure," The liter-
ature of the opening of the 13th century reflected the decay of
religion, It also showed that infidelity was creeping in, At
this point St.Francis comes with his religious ideals and, among
other influences, we see the “raising of the literary standard,

almngt the cieation of & new literary world.,?
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(a) CHURCH BUILDING AND EDUCATION,

In closa connection with literature and art come the building
of churches and education., Wo have seen that St Francis, in his
early life, rehuilt several churches, This work never stopped
but continued %o spread with the Franciscan movement. Tottering
churches were not only rebuilt, hu£ the 13th eentury witnessed
the eonstruction or reconstruction of some of the most stately
gcelesiastical bulldings of the Middle Age. The church had long
been the home of the teachsr and also of the artist. Ve can at
once gee the new life which would be given to art and literature
in a2 revival of religion, As the spirit of high moral purpose,
menliness and self sacrifice spread, a corresponding change would
bhe seecn in all departments of education,

Yuen Lhe order came to such places as Belogna, Paris, and
Oxford, and teachers and scholars joined the order, there was a
strong demand not only to admit thinking men, but to stimulate
them to improve theilr ninds, and impart instruction to others,
™is was against the desire of o1, Francis, Hut the pressure
became so strong, coming from the church ani from even the rivalry
of the Dominicen order, that he yiclded, sehionls were established.
St.Anthony was placed &t the head of the first school. They be-
came of gfeat intellectual influence. coming from this Franciscan
order we find such men as Thomas Gallo, S5%t.Bonaventura, Alexander

Hales, Glousesterethﬁre, a doctor of philosopher, Roger Bacon, and
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later, men like Dun Scotus,

(e} Other Orders.

When St,Francis went to Rome to ask for the privilege of
starting his order, 3t.Dominic had already been there and was
granted the »rivilege to start his order. The Pope was anxious
to unite thne two, but this was not possible, S5t.Dominic and
hisg followers were men of learning, 2nd St .Francis wished to
remain in the Yways of simplicity and humility,® As a result of
a long conference, a wam friendship sprang up between them., The
orders were never to be united, but were, indeed, to influence
each other, St, Dominic adopted the Franciscan idea of "Holy
Poverty ana from this £ime on his order grew with great rapidaity.”
Years after Dominicens took, s¢ to speak, their revenge on the
Franciscans, compelling them to givé learning & larger place in
Lhe ir 5rder. Thus the two relizious familles rivaled one another,
syatd gs Sebatier says, “never 80 much so as to lose all traces
of their origin.® Summed up, the influence of one lay in poverty,
service, and ley preaching, the other in lmarning end the preach-

ing of the clerazy.

(4) WOMEN.
We have seen the development of the order of St.Francis, but

that movement which had told 80 wonderfully upon man is 8l1s0

Aestined to touch the lives of women. gt.Clara was the first
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convert, She was the davghter of & noble family at Assisi. She
was horn in 1194 (twelve ycars after St.PFrancis). At the age of
sixteen she was improssed by the stories shout St,Francis. Sce-
ing the follies of a life of pleasure, she broke away from its
trivialities and made heorself the servant of the poor. The deci-
sion was made after heooaring St.Francis preach. She sought for
him and opened her heart to him. A& & result, on the night be-
tween Palm Sunday and Holy Yonday (March 18-19) 1212, &t the age
of elghtesn, she secretly aquit the parental castlie, and (coming
with two companions to Portinncula) took the velil, The chapel
ot St,Damian was gilven to them, and herewith her sister and
others that soon followed, she established the order of Santa

Clara, This order had a rapid growth and becane very influential,

(e) THE CRUSADES, AND MISSTONS.
A little before this time the crusade movement sSprang up.
It hegan in the 1lth century, but it practically covered aboutg
two centurles, the 12th and the 13th. The purpose of the crusades

was to reseue the Holy Land from the hand of the loslems.  Tope

Urban delivered an addrsss in 1095 to the Souncil of Clermont.

This dlseourse was upon the sin of Christendom in allowing the

noly place to remain in the honds of the Infidels, All Europe

was stirred, and the work of the crusades begzan. AS Lo their

avowed ohject, they were & failure, They wore big, however, with



v



23.

beneficent resulss, By them art and invention from the east
were Iintroduced into Europe, Ecmmercﬁ arose, Morchants arose
like Bernardone, the father of St,Francis, Their rise as a
class deeply affected the old feudal system, Again, by the cru-
sades, the great nobles wore deenly impoverished, and this led to
whiat may pbe called the biyth of the middle class, It i3 true
that the Mohammedan power which might have overcome Europe, was
checkend, The movenent gave rige 1o much that was noble and poet-
ical and beautiful in the chivalyry of the 1l3th century, But, on
the other hand, men?s thoughts and ideas wers loossned by them,
rot only in faith, but also in morals: contact with ecastern luxury
and religion wes in nany weys not at all improving to Christians,
In the midst of these crusades come Bi.Francis and his order.
His motto was greater than that which Pope Urban had sent over
Europe,- to rescue the Holy Land,~ it was to rescue nan from sin
by 8 return to the primitive Christien religlon, and hiis sword was
tthe sword of the spifit." His message was not received with
the same enthus{asm as Fope Urban’s, but the resulf, we believe,
was even greater than those secursd by tio cTrSace s, At first
when St .Francis and his men went out tiegy were not warmly recelv-
ed. DBut whep the order was recognized by Pope Tnnocent ITI, and

they were given the right to preach, thelr work was wore favorably

regarded, Byen then they were better received in the towns than

in the country. But each successive nisstonary journey increased
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the popularity of the order. At one place (Ascoli) about thirty
of the clergy and laity joined the order. The movement took hold
on central Iﬁaly,;and the nama of St,Francis became there a house-
hold word, ¥Bells would ring at his aporoach: the churches were
oo small to accommodate those that came té hear him, and he
preached in the publie squares in the open air. Open air preach~
Inz nere finds its origin,as a middle aze cvstom, and nuch was to
he acconplished by 1t lator in the century.

So rapiad was the growth of the ovder, that in a very Tow
years thers was all over middle Italy a network of religilous
houses bearing the neme, spirit and rule of St.Francis, The
order ﬂﬁread rapidly, and before the death of the founder, it had
powerfully effected all the Buropean nations. This was, may we
say, the crusade of S5t,Francis, But he was not content with
Europe alone, While others were goiny to reach the infidel in
the cast, he was not to be left at home. He and his followers
set out to reach the Mohammedans, Missionaries were sent to
Portupal, Morseeco, Syria, and Egypt, St.Frarcis setting the example.
In his zmeal he entered into the presence of the Sultan at the risk
of his own life,

LTn a sense in which St.Francis had hoped and intended, those
efforts wore not successful, Successful they were, however, in

other ways. They impressed the brethern themselves with their

vide reach, and the true sprit of thelr work, Like the Christian
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Church they were to love ﬁan as man, and to do what in them lay
to hring fallen and sin-burdened man £0 the love of Christ and
g0 to freedom! "They were not to rely upon force, but to fight
thelr hattles with fruly Christian weapons, and in the temper of
which St,Francis himself was such 2 conspicuous oxample,~- the
tenmpor of ganerousllove, entire self-sacrifice, and unfaltering

courage ¥

HERESIES,
Christianity has had several conflicts with the religzéons
L.

of the cast, The first was the Manich¥an heresy; next came the
Paulicians and now in the 1lth century the Cathari{ sppears, This
harasy wag Tirst introduced into Ttaly by the itravelinsSSlave
nerchant, s, But with the crusade movement the way seemed to be
openad for this heresy to entevr all Eufope a3 the deadly aneny of
Ohristianity. They enteyr Italy, Germany, TEngland, and France,
They become very strong in Bulgaria and Bosnia, and Dalmatvia,
0f the Cathari the Bogomiles, Patoreni, Alhigencise, etc. were
only indlvidual developments, Schmidt says, “Troy held the same
moral tenets, an sustere simplicity bordering on asceticism, the
same organization, a division into clusses of credents, suditors
and perfect. The soil was well prepared for the new sced., The
eountry was rich, flourishing, independent. The paople gay,

intellectual, and progressive, The church dull, stupid, and
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tyrannous, end the eclergy distinguished by nothing but super-
stitlon, ignorance, and arbltratiness, violence, end vice. Under
such clyeumstances, tha idea of a return £o the purity and sim-
plicity of the apostolic age could not fail té attract attention.®
They were sincere, audaciouvs, often learned and keon in argument,
and were men of choiee spirits and of intelloctual power., Their
doctrine vested upon the antagonism of two princinles, one zood
and the other had, and that both were eternal. It tecommended
itseld to the understanding and was the easiest solntion of many
hard pronlems, They became sirongest in southern France, The
people Aeserted Lthe Foman Catholic priests, and crowded around the
leaders of those herasies, They soon took possession of the churches
elected trhelr own priests and bishops, The great barons of the
1and openly placed the;éclves 2t the head of the movementy. In
many sections the Roman Catholie Chureh, s0 far as it could be
said to exist in the ecountry, had beconc tha object of contempt
and derision,

The church first passes resolutions condenmning the heresy.
Then they sent nissionaries, and falling in this they sent an
army. The first place which was takén was Beéziers, a clty of
hetween 20,000 and 40,000 inhabitants, vhen the general asked
vhat to do with trem, the papal lagate gpswered: ‘K11l them all.
God will know his own.*® Town after town was taken, pillared
od togethor

and burned, Of the inhabitents the orthodox were chaine
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and sent to the NMohamnedan slave-market, while the heretics were
massacred  snd burned, This was done in ﬂouthérn France, and
nothing was left but 8 smoking waste. But this 4id4 not check
the heresy, for, says one, “when it was suppressed in one place
the revols burst out ot & hundred others, .

These heresies 5v,Francls opposed with &1l his power. ‘YHe

joA

e
~

(>N

not pause Lo demonstrate by syllogilssas, or by theolosical
thesss the hasclessness of their heresies, but soaring as on

winzs 1o the religlious life he suddenly made new ideals to shine
out before the eyes of his contemporaries, & ideal before which,®
says Sabalier, "all theose fantastic sects vanish as birds of the
night take sheiy {1ight a2t the fivst ray of the sun,* Truth
needs not to he proven, it is its own witness, The only weapon
whiieh he would use against the wicked was the holiness of a 1ife 80
£111 of love as to enlighiten and revive thoee about him, and cOom-
pel them to love, The disappearance of the Catharism in Italy
without an uwpheaval, end, above all sith tre Inquisition, is

thus indireet result of the Franciscan movenent, ¥ At the volce

of ithe Umbrian reformer Italy aroused herself, recovered her good

sense and fine temper, She cast out those aoernrines of pessi-

m ism andldeath, as a robust organism casts out nmorbid subatance .,

1¢ may havas lingered, bwt no longer &s a foree, Ox &n eneny of

the churxch,
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III. THE CONDITION OF EUROPE IN THE THIRTERNTH CEWTURY, AND THR

PLACE OF ST. FRANOIS,

But this leads us to a final consideration. What was the
church deing, and what place 1n the 13th century did St.Francis
oCceupy? Innocent III in nane only was Pope, in reslity he was
Emperor, He was the bnly man in all Burope who wouvld exercisze
any authorisy, and whose voice was heard with effect, Consgider-
ing the daisturbed condition of the differernt countries, the érouble
within thelir own hounderies as well as the Internationagl aivfi-
culties, he did his work well. In ¥ngzland, the king was having
trouble with his own subjects, with the church, and with France.
In France there was the same trouble, and, in addition, the here-
sies. In Spain 2 sirugrle was poing on betwean ihe church and
Isham, In Germany they were without a crowned haad, and the
strugele for the throne was long and hitier, Sicily suffered
from the ecmelties of Henry VI, Italy was cut up into small re-~
publieg, Striving to withstend larser tyrannies, the people foll
under the hand of smaller ones, The Guelphs were fighting for
the Toly Sea mm independence, Ghibelings for the federal pover
and emperor, Thig trouhle extonded %o Denmark, Hungary, and
Sweden, Far and wide bhiute force and Lyranny orevailed, Besides
this we must not forgret the troubhle in the wasl toward whieh the
cyusades were directed, &nd that even these crusades Increased the

misery 0f Europe.
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We have sald that the Pope was obeyed. Yes, and he was also
haelieved in, He exercised a degree of authority which, it is
evident, could not possibly continue, “But 1t is hard to
imagine how in the stuate of turmoil in which Xurope was 8t the
time, thore could have been any approximatdon to justice and
right dealing 1f the Pope had not assumed the attitude he did,

He enterad larpely into the policies of all the nations, and con-
sidering the greatness of the task, the atnosphere of the times,
he did a good work, though we admit of gll his nistekes, Hut all
this was merely external, it was repulating fhe outer man and
society. The method which the Pope pursued did not teuch the
heart or build up tne spiritual life of tie communﬁty. Indecad,
in the long run this policy was, as it always'iﬁ, bound to fail,
Tt would tend +o0 kindle the fire instead of extinguishing it,
These times remind one of the days of Christ, when the Fharisces
taught thut by keeping rules and cercmenies men could be saved,
‘hat was needed was a living exenmple that would be 2 life-giving
spirit and Jesus of Nazareth becsme both the living law and life-
giving seirit, And is it out of place to say, that while the
Fope was the real enperor, ot . Francis was the real Pope, the
spiritual leader of the church? Considering how completely
ot.Francis was the incarnatlion of the power of the Holy Spirit,
snd how he met the need of his timo, is if any wonder that he s

called the second Paul, or even the second Christ?
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It is sald that one day in the early religious experience

of St.Francis, he was praying hefore tha poor altar in the dilapi-

dated chapel of St,Damian, The se were his words: ‘'“Creat and

glorious God, and thou, Lord Jesus, I pray ye, shed abroad your

light in the darkness of ny mind, Be found of me, Lord, so tnat: in
211 things I may act only in accordance with thy holy will,® Thus

he prayed in his heart, and nchold, little by little, it scomed

to him that his gaze covld not detach itself From that of Jesus;
he felt somoeth ing narvellous taking v»lace around him, The sscred

victims took on 1life, and in the outward sikence he was aware of
a voica which softly stole into the very depths of his heart.
Speaking Lo him an incffebln lansuage, Jesus occepterd his ohlation,
Jesus desired hic lubor, his 1ifc, all his heing, and the heart
of the poor solivary was already bathed in lignt and strength,®
He arosc, not to give himaelf up to transports of contemplation,
but to follow Him in service who ealleth not one but all men.

He arose to rensir the house of God. But it was not merely the
chapel of St.Domian, it was the house which the chhwrech had
nezlectaed while srasping for power and the things ot this world,
It was the xingdom of God ard the message of salvat ion which he
brought hack Lo a tottering crurceh sné to falling empires. This
he 4id, as we have seen, hy giving himself into the hands of Him
who founded that kingdom, And now as we have followed him from

the time ne left pleasure, home and friends, unsupportad save by
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Him who said: "Lo, I am with you alway," as we have seen his
love and sacrifice, the dilipence with which he preached to
the church and world, Pope and kings, heretic and 1nf1de1, and,
as we leave him on October 3rd, 1226, to pass without pain,
without. struggle into the presence of the zreat "I Em®, what
tribute of praise shall we offer for that transformed life and
its transforming influenca? Surely the inspiring words which
in his last days came forth from his own pen, though written
for others, are most apprqpriata for him:

‘Hanpy they who persevere in peace.

By Thee, ¥ost High, shall they be crowned,'
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